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ECMA Food Safety Committee  

Web-meeting 26 September 2024 

Participants : Sigrid Gerold (Mayr Melnhof Packaging), Eliza Konecka-Matyjek 

(WestRock), Marjatta Punkka (Metsa Group), Paolo Minichini (Seda), Elaine Murray 

(WestRock), Carola Poggenpohl (Mayr Melnhof Packaging), Annika Schrimpf (Graphic 

Packaging), Caroline Seguin (Mayr Melnhof Packaging), Mike Turner (ECMA MD & Co-

Chair FS Com), Jan Cardon (ECMA)

Apologized : Michael Avemarg (Van Genechten Packaging), Carmine Iuvone (SEDA & 

Co-Chair FS Com), Ashleigh Pyatt (Alexir Packaging), Christian Schiffers (FFI),

Dorien van den Helm (Acket), Helena Moring Vepsalainen (Metsa Group), 

1



1. Introduction - Welcome

ECMA anti-trust guidelines

SUMMARY  DO NOT

   .  agree in writing or in any other way on prices or pricing policy

   .  agree to restrict any other commercial conditions

   .  agree with competitors to divide territories or customers (market sharing)

. limit or control production, technical development or investment

  .  discriminate between customers or suppliers

  .  discriminate in the rules for joining or leaving a trade association

  .  exchange specific information with competitors on individual purchasing prices, 

     cost price structure, sales quantities or other trading conditions  

  .  Jointly restrict the liberty of competitors to sell and promote products at 

     independently determined prices and conditions. 

  .  restrict the possibilities of competitors to use a common quality label or enter into 

     standardisation agreements with competitors  that might make entry for new 

     commerce in the market more  difficult.
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2.         Harmonised testing conditions for cartons. 

         Lionel Spack (Nestlé) joins the meeting for this 

                    agenda item (10h00-10h30). 
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“ Harmonised and acknowledged testing conditions for cardboard and paper 
based packaging are drastically missing.” (LS)

“ ECMA statement on testing conditions. Summarizes the first seeds for a 
more comprehensive document/guidance …” (LS)

“ Nestlé did not manage to find generic  conditions. No conclusion on which 

conditions to use in routine testing for dry and wet fatty food contact.” (SK) 



JRC guidance
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Cold drink 

cups…

French

fries …

Take away,

Pizza 

Biscuit,Ice

cream…
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Required legal compliance in supplier questionnaires 
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Suggested agenda 

1. Introduction and welcome. 

2. Harmonised testing conditions for cartons. Lionel Spack (Nestlé) joins  

    the meeting for this agenda item (10h00-10h30). 

3. Approval of the notes from the food safety committee 18/06 and from 

    the 8/07 discussion. 

4. Sector projects. 

- Harmonised testing conditions. 

- NIAS database initiative. 

5. Tour de table on specific food safety concerns and developments. 

6. Legal developments. (EU, Germany, France …) 

7. Review of ECMA food safety documents. (Checklist customers …)

8. Update on sustainability related topics. 

9. Miscellaneous. 



3. Approval of the notes from the food safety committee 
   18/06 and the 8/07 discussion. 

FS Com 18/06

Update on the bio assays screening methods to avoid genotoxicity in FCMs.  
(BDS Peter Benish)
      - Allows in a safety by design approach to compare and introduce safer FCM. 
        (FDCA) 
      - How to define a reasonable utilization for cartons ? 
        Extracts from cellulose and starch-based materials trigger in vitro toxicity.  

Approval minutes & Tour de table
Meeting EuPIA experts : 8/11
French MO measure : new note FC update 21/08
Legal library 
LCA : https://www.procarton.com/media-section/publications/
GIO : check with suppliers
EUDR 
Notifications
Outcome FERA visit 
Development NIAS database.  
Testing conditions for cartons in different applications
ILSI Guidance on NIAS
Review FCM legislation  
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https://www.procarton.com/media-section/publications/
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Biogenic CO2 uptake not covered.

Publication March 2023



Discussion 08/07
Development NIAS database
Testing conditions
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4. Sector projects. 

Harmonised testing conditions.

 

NIAS database initiative. 

Discussion 

Outcome of the discussion 8/07:

-   The initial idea to start with the currently obtained NIAS information from the 

    suppliers is abandoned.

-   ECMA will contact FEICA and EuPIA with the request to obtain NIAS lists for broad  

    categories of used inks and adhesives.

-   For the board substrate the NIAS initiative will be limited to virgin board.

-   Missing information will be added based on the own knowledge of the FS Com … 

    members.

-   An involvement of FERA is put on hold. 



Van: Walter, Christof (Dr.) <Walter@vci.de> 
Verzonden: Wednesday, 4 September 2024 13:04
Aan: Jan Cardon <jan.cardon@ecmabel.be>; Simoni, Michael <mike.simoni@sunchemical.com>
CC: Oechsle Werner <werner.oechsle@hubergroup.com>
Onderwerp: AW: NIAS Substances 

Dear Jan,

As promised I’d like to get back to you on your questions.

As for the Fraunhofer study, I talked to Werner Oechsle, the chair of our Analytical Experts Working Group. We are 
currently putting together a small delegation of experts. Afterwards we could look for a date. If you also have a 
delegation you can send me the names and I would circulate a doodle with some potential dates, or we do it vice 
versa, which ever you prefer.

As for the NIAS list: We discussed this with our experts. Of course we fully understand where you and your members 
are coming from. However, we would like to highlight the following points:

• The Statement of Composition includes IAS as well as NIAS. Obviously, it is not detailed out for every substance, 
whether it is an IAS or NIAS, but all regulatory migrants are mentioned, hence the individual ECMA members 
should already have the relevant information they need. We will also discuss in our committees, how we can 
make this clearer in the Statement of Composition to avoid any misunderstandings. 

• The information on migrants and especially NIAS is specific for the relevant ink and can hence only be provided 
BtoB. A compiled list on a trade association level would be of little use for ECMA or its members

• The kind and amount of NIAS is also of relevance with regard to competition. Companies may differentiate with 
regard to efforts in control of raw materials, analytical screening, toxicological assessment, and so on. The EuPIA 
guidelines are establishing a minimum standard, which helps in ensuring that printed FCM are safe, but of course 
individual member companies may choose to go beyond these concepts. This again makes a compiled list of little 
use and also makes it questionable, whether an association can provide such a list as it interferes with 
competition

Therefore, we do not think EuPIA could or should compile such a list. The information your members seek, should 
already be available to them and we believe that this kind of information exchange is best done BtoB and not an 
association level. Please let us know, if you see the need for any further discussion on this topic or have any 
additional questions

Best regards

Christof
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EuPIA

No reply FEICA.
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Other projects

Intellectual property on ordering platforms ? (2023)

Review existing food safety documents. (FS Com 13/12/23)

Legal library (FS Com 18/06/24) 

Discussion 

5. Tour de table on specific food safety concerns and 
    developments. 
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Felix Grünewald - Mc Kinsey “Sustainability in packaging + Plastic-to-Paper”

ECMA Congress Berlin 22/09/24



RASFF Alerts 1/06-25/09 

MOAH in food 

Fats and oils 6 (5NL/1D)

Coffee / Coffee pads  3 (1B/2NL)

Chewing gum  1 (NL)

Palm Fat powder  1 (B)

Whole wheat crackers 1 (NL) 

Herbs and spices 1 (NL) 

MOSH & MOAH in food    

Snacks 1 (Pl)

Tea 1 (NL)

MOSH & MOAH FCM

Rice 2  (D/Swit) 

Paper straws 1 (B)

Lead, phthalates and photoinitiators 

Pizza boxes 1 (FR) 
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6. Legal developments. (EU, Germany, France …)

EU 

• Ban on PFHXA 
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• Consultation definition sustainability in FCM

    ECMA involvement in CITPA submission

• FAQ on MO in food (FC update 21/08) 

Germany 

Printing ink ordinance. Missing substances ? 

France 

French MO measure : new note FC update 21/08

7. Review of ECMA food safety documents. (Checklist 
    customers …)
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8. Update on sustainability related topics. 

9. Miscellaneous. 
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